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Introduction

Introduction

We live in an environment. 

We assimilate constantly „something“ from this environment. This asks for 
actions. In order to make these actions successful they have to be accom-
modated to the momentary situation. These assimilations and accommo-
dations change the environment and at the same time we change our-
selves. Therefore, we speak of interactions. 

Following Piaget (1971) these interactions are the roots of evolution, of de-
velopment and thereby also the roots of social development. 

Social means „companionable“. We are not alone in an environment, we in-
teract with parts of the environment, with living beings, but also with lifeless 
matter. 

One important part of processes within this social environment is the com-
munication among the elements of a social group. 

In order that communication can develop in a certain situation, it needs a 
sender (S) who conveys something (sending) and a recipient (R) who re-
ceives something. The roles of sender and recipient are interchangeable. 

In addition, information is necessary. In order that communication happens 
this information must be recognizable (perceivable) for sender as well as 
recipient. 

Communication can be very simple or complex, we speak of different struc-
tures. 

We distinguish two main groups of structures, those with signals and those 
with symbols. The structure of signals is a basic level of communication, 
that of symbols is more complex. 

For our problem of application for people with severe limitations in social 
interactions the first group of structures, the one of signals, is especially 
important. Therefore, our discussion will focus on this group. 


